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State Historical Society Announces Donation of Major Collection of Northern
League Baseball Materials

PIERRE, S.D. — The South Dakota State Historical Society has announced that they are
currently processing a donation to showcase the history of baseball in South Dakota.

The donation came from Aberdeen native Paul Gertsen, who has given his entire
collection of Northern League (1900-1971) baseball materials to the society.

The collection features artifacts such as the plaque from the cornerstone of Aberdeen
Athletic Field, home of the Aberdeen Pheasants, built in 1937 by the WPA; game-worn
uniforms from the Aberdeen Pheasants, St. Cloud Rox and Winnipeg Maroons; team
autographed baseballs and game-used bats; and more than 560 autographs of major
league players, coaches and umpires who were at one time associated with the
Northern League.

Gertsen, who was raised in Aberdeen and graduated from Huron High School, has
deep South Dakota ties. He lived in Pierre before taking a job with the Saint Paul Saints
and later with the Minnesota Moose of the Northern League. He presently works for the
city of Saint Paul, Minn. He is the founder of the Minnesota Chapter of Concerns of
Police Survivors and formerly sat on the National Board of that organization.

“| started collecting baseball cards in 1971, the same year | saw my first Aberdeen
Pheasants games,” Gertsen said. “| have collected baseball memorabilia since that
time, and started to build my Northern League collection -- slowly but surely -- in 1983.
| wanted to donate to an institution that would preserve the intact nature of the
collection, and make it available for display and research. | also thought it was a fitting
gift to the people of South Dakota, a thank you to the state that instilled so many
valuable things in my upbringing.”

The archives currently has a display of materials from the Gertsen collection in the
lobby of the Cultural Heritage Center, and the museum will soon have a few key
artifacts from the collection on display in its permanent gallery, “The South Dakota
Experience.” There is no fee to view the archives display, but regular admission
charges apply when entering the museum.

“The importance of this collection is incredible,” commented Dan Brosz, curator of
collections at the Museum of the South Dakota State Historical Society. “The Northern
League was the highest level of professional baseball in South Dakota, and an
important minor league system in the upper Midwest. So many great players were on
those teams, such as Hank Aaron, Jim Palmer, Lou Brock and Willie Stargell. The
league’s history is rich, and its South Dakota roots run deep. | am proud that the society



is now home to the most complete and definitive collection of Northern League
materials in existence. It is truly an honor to accept this collection, and it is very exciting
for anyone interested in the history of South Dakota baseball.”

“The Northern League Collection is an excellent addition to the State Archives
holdings,” commented Matthew Reitzel, manuscript archivist. “The various materials
found within the collection, including photographs, programs, scorecards, schedules,
passes, tickets and news clippings, offer a valuable glimpse into the history of baseball
in South Dakota.”

The Museum of the South Dakota State Historical Society will open its next major
exhibit, tentatively entitled “Play Ball! The National Pastime in South Dakota,” on Oct.
24, in the Hogen Gallery, with Northern League materials from the Gertsen collection
featured prominently. The baseball exhibit will run through March 2016.
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Aberdeen Pheasants photograph (1947) and jersey.
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The South Dakota State Historical Society is a division of the Department of Tourism.
The Department of Tourism is comprised of Tourism, the South Dakota Arts Council,
and the State Historical Society. The Department is led by Secretary James D. Hagen.
The State Historical Society, an Affiliate of the Smithsonian Institution, is headquartered
at the South Dakota Cultural Heritage Center in Pierre. The center houses the society’s
world-class museum, the archives, and the historic preservation, publishing and
administrative/development offices. Call (605) 773-3458 or visit www.history.sd.gov for
more information. The society also has an archaeology office in Rapid City; call (605)
394-1936 for more information.



